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Schools 


Oak Park’s safety measures may 
go into effect in more areas soon 


CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


closed till April 


Ill. cases surpass 400; Lightfoot | 
creates fund for small businesses 


ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


Front, Asia Brown and co-worker Lekia Wilson shop at Pete’s Fresh Market in Oak Park on Thursday before the shelter-in-place order kicked in. 


Oak Park shelters in 
place. Who'll follow? 


Other parts of state 
mull move not fully 
understood by all 


By STACY ST. CLAIR, STEVE 
JOHNSON AND STEVE 
SCHERING 


When the clock struck mid- 
night, Oak Park residents went 
on lockdown, the subjects of a 
dramatic shelter-in-place order 
that essentially commands 
them to stay in their homes as 
public health officials try to 
slow the coronavirus’ spread in 
the near western suburb. 

Residents can still go to the 
grocery store, keep their doctor 
appointments, make pharmacy 
runs and get some fresh air. 
They'll also be able to go to 
work, especially if they have 
essential jobs such as health 
care providers, first responders 
and sanitation workers. 


Otherwise, they’ll mostly be 
required to stay home, perhaps 
foreshadowing the stringent 
rules the entire state could find 
itself living under in the coming 
days. Gov. J.B. Pritzker con- 
firmed Thursday that his staff 
was considering a similar order 
and would rely upon public 
health experts to help make that 
call. 

“My team and I are working 
day and night, closely consider- 
ing every option on the table,” 
Pritzker told reporters Thurs- 
day. “We’ve seen measures 
adopted in other countries, as 
well as places in the United 
States, like San Francisco. We’re 
looking at every aspect of those 
steps to look at how best to keep 
Illinoisans safe.” 

The Oak Park order is in 
effect until April 3, which 
means local schools will be 
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Curtains close on 
Music Box Theatre 


Along with all Chicago movie 
theaters, the Lakeview land- 
mark closed this week. The 
April 3 reopening date feels 
more unlikely every hour, the 
company’s president said. A+E 


E How will a lockdown impact 
the draft process for Cubs and 
White Sox? Chicago Sports 


E Mary Schmich: The 
uplifting, unsettling pleasures 
of going for a walk ina 
coronavirus age. Page 3 
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A Chicago police officer patrols the CTA Jackson Red Line subway 


station earlier this month. 


First responders 
see Ist virus cases 


Retreat not an option, but many rethink things 


By JEREMY GORNER, ANNIE 
SWEENEY AND DAN HINKEL 


By the nature of their work, 
Chicago’s first responders are 
routinely in close quarters with 
people and duty-bound to per- 
form in extreme situations. 

They have even been spat on. 
Covered in blood. Exposed to 
dangerous substances used to 
mix narcotics. 

And now this. The unfolding 
coronavirus pandemic — an 
unprecedented public health 
crisis that makes their jobs even 
more essential but still requires 
them to be in uncontrolled 
environments on the street. 

Both the Chicago Police De- 
partment and the Chicago Fire 
Department have been left to 


come up with ways to protect 
their own as they do their work, 
and to prepare contingency 
plans for what was inevitable — 
one of their own contracting the 
virus. 

It was a threat made all too 
real Tuesday when a paramedic 
was reported tobe the first from 
one of the departments to test 
positive for COVID-19. An as- 
sistant deputy chief paramedic 
soon followed, on Wednesday, 
and on Thursday, the first mem- 
ber of CPD tested positive. 

“Until we go down, this is our 
job,’ one officer who spoke to 
the Tribune about his concerns 
said. “When s—- hits the fan, we 
can’t retreat. ... It is what it is.” 
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Officials tell residents grocery 
stores, gas stations will stay open 


By GREGORY PRATT, 

JOHN BYRNE, DAN 
PETRELLA, HANNAH LEONE, 
ROBERT MCCOPPIN 

AND MORGAN GREENE 


State and local officials on 
Thursday praised Chicago’s re- 
silience and reassured Illinois- 
ans that essential aspects of 
daily life will continue, as the 
human toll of the coronavirus 
escalated with three more 
deaths and more than 100 new 
cases reported in the state. 

In a televised speech that 
promised her administration is 
up to the task of curbing the 
COVID-19 outbreak, Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot announced she 
will keep Chicago Public 
Schools closed through April 
20 and a $100 million fund has 
been created to provide low- 
interest loans to small busi- 
nesses. 

“I want you to be able to lay 
your head down at night com- 
forted by the fact that we are 
ready to meet this challenge,” 
Lightfoot said. 

Earlier, Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
announced 134 new cases of 
COVID-19, bringing the state- 
wide total to 422 in 22 counties, 
with more than 100 of those in 
Chicago. The patients, a hand- 
ful of whom have fully recov- 
ered and are out of isolation, 
have ranged in age from 9 to 99. 

Pritzker said there were 
three more deaths in Illinois 
associated with COVID-19: a 
Will County man in his 50s, a 
Cook County woman in her 
80s and a Florida woman in her 
70s who was visiting Sanga- 
mon County — the first con- 
firmed case in the county and 
its first death. 

“T feel like I can speak for all 
of Illinois when I say we offer 
them our collective strength at 
this time,” Pritzker said. 


Turn to Address, Page 7 


Death toll 
in Italy now 
tops China’s 


By NICOLE WINFIELD 
AND TIM SULLIVAN 
Associated Press 


ROME — Italy’s death toll 
from the coronavirus outbreak 
eclipsed China’s on Thursday 
as the scourge extended its 
march across the West, where 
countries increasingly impro- 
vised at every turn to get ready 
for the expected onslaught of 
patients. 

Italy, with 60 million citi- 
zens, recorded at least 3,405 
deaths, or roughly 150 more 
than in China — a country with 
a population more than 20 
times larger. At the same time 
Italy reached its bleak mile- 
stone, Wuhan, the Chinese city 
where the coronavirus first 
emerged three months ago, 
recorded no new infections, a 
sign that the communist coun- 
try’s draconian lockdowns had 
worked. 

On a visit to the hard-hit city 
of Milan, the leader of a 
delegation from the Chinese 
Red Cross castigated Italians 
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Tom Skilling’s forecast -~~ High 45 Low27 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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YOUR QUESTIONS ABOUT 
COVID-19: OUR EXPERTS ANSWER 


Watch Dr. Emily Landon and Dr. Allison Bartlett 
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, March 21, on WGN. 
UChicagoMedicine.org/Coronavirus 


UChicago Medicine 


